il -]

CEO Keith Niebur shows off a EVAC bag that
holds first responder supplies. EVAC was hought
by FOL-DA-TANK several years hefore and

its products are made in the same huilding

as FOL-DA-TANKS.
Katelyn Metzger
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'What we do matters because

what they do matters’

Milan company serves communities by creating

equipment for first responders

GRETCHEN TESKE

gteske@qctimes.com

en it comes to storing and
moving water, firefighters
around the world rely on

products made by a company tucked
away on 11th Street in Milan.

Based at 1275 W. 11th Street in Milan,
FOL-DA-TANK has been a Quad-Cities-
based business since 1954, Keith Niebur
said. As the Chief Operating Officer, he
oversees the company's 18 employees,
making products designed to help fight
fires in rural areas.

It's a "pretty niche business," he said,
and it was started to help solve a niche
problem.

In the early 1950s, the company's
founder, Giles Eldred, was working for a
small bank in Rock Island when he met
a customer applying for a loan to start a
business repairing fire trucks. Through
conversations, Eldred learned providing
and maintaining water in rural areas
where fire hydrants were not available
was a big problem for local departments,
according to the company's website.

34

INSIGHT



